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John 8:48-59 “Before Abraham Was, I Am The Jews 
answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have 
a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do 

not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. Truly, truly, 
I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to 
him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet 
you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater than 
our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself 
out to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father 
who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ But you have not known him. I 
know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know him and I keep his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 
day. He saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid 
himself and went out of the temple.”

Mark 1:1-13 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As 
it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John appeared, baptizing in the wilder-
ness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized 
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you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when 
he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open 
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” The Spirit immediately drove him 
out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by 
Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.”

[Timothy Keller] “In the Garden, Adam was told, ‘Obey 
me about the tree—do not eat from the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, or you will die.’ Why was that a 
temptation? …God created us to orbit around him, to cen-
ter our lives on him. When God says, ‘Don’t eat, or you will 

die,’ what is our first response? ‘Why?’ But God doesn’t explain; if you obeyed 
God because you understood what he was doing and how it would benefit 
you, then you’d actually be stationary. You’d be saying, ‘Okay, it makes sense. 
I understand why I should obey and shouldn’t eat from that tree; yes, of 
course.’ God would be a means to an end, not an end in himself.

God is saying, ‘Because you love me, don’t eat from the tree—just 
because I say so. Just to be in relationship with me. Obey me about the tree, 
and you will live.’ And Adam didn’t. He and Eve failed their test; and the 
whole human race has been failing the same test ever since. Satan never 
stops testing us. He says, ‘This idea of self-giving love, where you make 
yourself totally vulnerable and you orbit around other people—that’ll never 
work.’

In effect, the same thing happens to Jesus in the wilderness. Though 
Mark doesn’t tell us what Jesus’ temptation is, Matthew’s Gospel does. His 
account (in Matthew 4:1-11) basically says that Stan tempts Jesus to step 
out of orbit around the Father and the Spirit, and around us. To make sure 
everyone else centers on him, and to protect himself. And of course this 
temptation doesn’t actually end with the literal wilderness: Throughout the 
remainder of Jesus’ life he’s assaulted by Satan, and the attack comes to a 
climax in another garden, the Garden of Gethsemane, the ultimate antigar-
den to the Garden of Eden.

We look at Adam and Eve and say, ‘What fools—why did they listen 
to Satan?’ Yet we know we still have Satan’s lie in our own hearts, because 
we’re afraid of trusting God—of trusting anybody, in fact. We’re stationary, 
because Satan tells us we should be—that’s the way he fights the battle.

But God didn’t leave us defenseless. God said to Jesus, ‘Obey me about 
the tree’—only this time the tree was a cross—‘and you will die.’ And Jesus 
did. He has gone before you into the heart of a very real battle, to draw you 
into the ultimate reality of the dance. What he has enjoyed from all eternity, 
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he has come to offer to you. And sometimes, when you’re in the deepest part 
of the battle, when you’re tempted and hurt and weak, you’ll hear in the 
depths of your being the same words Jesus heard, ‘This is my beloved child—
you are my beloved child, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’”1

1. Pastor Patrick open with a quote from the movie “Rudy;” 
[Father Cavanaugh] “Son, in thirty-five years of religious studies, 
I’ve come up with only two hard, incontrovertible facts: There is a 
God, and I am not him.” Is this reality difficult for you to accept? 
How does Father Cavanaugh’s statement differ from what took 

place in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3)?

2. We have been to Genesis 3 many times through the course of this study. How does 
Gen. 3 inform the human struggle with regards to our identity?

3. Read John 8:48-59. Why did Patrick decide to conclude the “Who Am I?” series in this 
particular passage?

4. What impact has this sermon series had on your life? Where are you challenged? 
Where have you experienced freedom?

5. What immediate applications can be made in light of this text?

Notes:

DISCUSS

1Timothy Keller, King’s Cross (New York, NY: Dutton, 2011), p. 11-13.


